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The code specifies notice for the public hearing:

§ 15.2-5104. Advertisement of ordinance, agreement or
resolution and notice of hearing. 

The governing body of each participating locality shall
cause to be advertised at least one time in a newspaper of
general circulation in such locality a copy of the
ordinance, agreement or resolution creating an authority, or
a descriptive summary of the ordinance, agreement or
resolution and a reference to the place within the locality
where a copy of the ordinance, agreement or resolution can
be obtained, and notice of the day, not less than thirty
days after publication of the advertisement, on which a
public hearing will be held on the ordinance, agreement or
resolution. 

(Code 1950, § 15-764.5; 1950, p. 1315; 1962, c. 623, §
15.1-1243; 1972, c. 370; 1983, c. 80; 1997, c. 587.) 

And here is the section which describes just what is to be
advertised.

§ 15.2-5103. Ordinance, agreement or resolution creating
authority to include articles of incorporation. 

A. The ordinance, agreement or resolution creating an
authority shall include articles of incorporation which
shall set forth: 

1. The name of the authority and address of its principal
office. 

2. The name of each participating locality and the names,
addresses and terms of office of the first members of the
board of the authority. 

3. The purposes for which the authority is being created
and, to the extent that the governing body of the locality
determines to be practicable, preliminary estimates of
capital costs, proposals for any specific projects to be
undertaken by the authority, and preliminary estimates of
initial rates for services of such projects as certified by
responsible engineers. 



4. If there is more than one participating locality, the
number of board members who shall exercise the powers of the
authority and the number from each participating locality. 

B. Any such ordinance, agreement or resolution that does not
set forth the information required in subdivision 3 of
subsection A regarding capital cost estimates, project
proposals and project service rate estimates shall set forth
a finding by the governing body that inclusion of such
information is impracticable. 

C. Any ordinance, agreement or resolution adopted pursuant
to §§ 15.2-5152 through 15.2-5157 shall provide that any
bonds issued by the community development authority shall be
a debt of the authority, not the local government. Unless
otherwise provided in the ordinance which establishes the
authority, the local government shall not retire any part of
the bonds or pay any debt service of an authority out of
revenues or funds derived from sources other than those set
out in § 15.2-5158, except that, where the authority
finances improvements not contemplated by the original
ordinance, the local government may, by ordinance or
resolution, make such provisions for repayment as are
otherwise permitted under general law. This subsection shall
have no effect upon authorities formed pursuant to §
15.2-5102. 

(Code 1950, § 15-764.4; 1950, p. 1315; 1962, c. 623, §
15.1-1242; 1972, cc. 370, 544; 1984, c. 239; 1997, cc. 363,
587.) 

My belief is that they cannot give 30 days notice for a public
hearing until all items specified in § 15.2-5103 are made
available and they clearly not as of today.

The hearing code is:

§ 15.2-5105. Hearing; referendum. 

If at the hearing, in the judgment of the governing body of
the participating locality, substantial opposition is heard,
the governing body may at its discretion petition the
circuit court to order a referendum on the question of
adopting or approving the ordinance, agreement or
resolution. The provisions of § 24.2-684 shall govern the
order for a referendum. When two or more localities are
participating in the formation of such authority, the
referendum, if ordered, shall be held on the same date in
all participating localities. If ten percent of the
qualified voters in a locality file a petition with the



governing body at the hearing calling for a referendum, such
governing body shall petition the circuit court to order a
referendum in that locality as provided in this section. 

(Code 1950, § 15-764.6; 1950, p. 1315; 1962, c. 623, §
15.1-1244; 1970, c. 617; 1972, c. 370; 1973, c. 478; 1975,
c. 517; 1997, c. 587.) 

The referendum code is:

§ 15.2-5106. Voters' petition requesting agreement and
referendum. 

The qualified voters of any locality whose governing body
has not acted to create an authority under § 15.2-5102 may
file with the governing body of such locality a petition
asking the governing body to effect an agreement in
accordance with § 15.2-5102 with the localities named in the
petition. Such petition shall be signed by at least ten
percent of the number of the locality's voters who voted in
the last presidential election and in no case be signed by
fewer than fifty voters. The petition shall ask the
governing body to petition the circuit court for a
referendum on the question of the creation of the authority. 

If the governing body is unable, or for any reason fails, to
perfect such agreement within three months of the day the
petition was filed with such governing body, then the
circuit court for the locality shall appoint a committee of
five representative citizens of the locality to act for and
in lieu of the governing body in perfecting the agreement
and in petitioning for a referendum. The agreement shall not
take effect unless approved in the referendum by a majority
of the voters voting in the referendum. 

(1972, c. 370, § 15.1-1244.1; 1975, c. 517; 1997, c. 587.) 

calling for a referendum

The petition shall ask the governing body to petition the circuit
court for a referendum on the question of the creation of the
authority. 

If ten percent of the qualified voters in a locality file a
petition with the governing body at the hearing calling for a
referendum, such governing body shall petition the circuit court
to order a referendum in that locality as provided in this
section. 



Nov. 3, 2009

Shall Fluvanna County join Louisa County in the formation of a
joint Water Authority? 

§ 15.2-5102. One or more localities may create authority. 

A. The governing body of a locality may by ordinance or
resolution, or the governing bodies of two or more
localities may by concurrent ordinances or resolutions or by
agreement, create a water authority, a sewer authority, a
sewage disposal authority, a stormwater control authority, a
refuse collection and disposal authority, or any combination
or parts thereof. The name of the authority shall contain
the word "authority." The authority shall be a public body
politic and corporate. The ordinance, resolution or
agreement creating the authority shall not be adopted or
approved until a public hearing has been held on the
question of its adoption or approval, and after approval at
a referendum if one has been ordered pursuant to this
chapter. 

B. Any authority, or any subsidiary thereof, organized
pursuant to this section to operate a refuse collection and
disposal system that, pursuant to statute, is specifically
authorized to include in the system (i) facilities for
processing solid waste as a fuel and (ii) facilities for
generating steam and electricity for sale, shall not be
subject to regulation under the Utilities Facilities Act (§
56-265.1 et seq.), provided that sales of electricity
generated at such facilities are made only to a federal
agency whose primary responsibility is national defense and
the energy is delivered directly from the generator to the
customer's facilities or to a public utility. 

(Code 1950, § 15-764.3; 1950, p. 1315; 1962, c. 623, §
15.1-1241; 1972, c. 370; 1973, c. 478; 1993, c. 850; 1995,
c. 402; 1996, c. 897; 1997, cc. 527, 573, 587; 1999, cc.
896, 925.) 


